COMMISSION 


EXCISE, 


; BOR 
Setting of Rates 'upon Wares and 


COMMODITIES, 


22> HAR LES bythegrace of God, King 
SAW of Englayd , Scotlaud, France and Ire- 
n\\SX=19; land,defendorof the Faith &c. To Our 
375 WM truſty and wellbeloved 


Whereas We have bin, and ſtill are inforcedto raiſe 
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and maintain feverall Armies for the defence of the 
true Proteſtant Religion, Our owne Royall Perſon 
and juſt Rights, the Lawes of the Land, the Liber- 
ties and Properties of OurSubje&ts,and Priviledges 
of Parliament, for reſiſtance of thepreſeat Invaſion 
__ of the Scots, and for ſuppreſsion of this their horrid 
" Rebellion railed againſt Us; The charge whereot is 
ſovaſt,that We are no wayes able (Our own Reve- 
nues aqgd Cuſtomes being detained from Us, and 
by thele Rebells imployed for the maintenance of 
thoſe Forces which they have raiſed againſt Us, to 
defray the ſame without the aſsiftance of Our 
good Subje&s . And whereas at a Councell of 
Warre heldat Oxford the 28* day of December lafi 
paſt; It was repreſented unto Us by the Lords, and 
otherof Qur ſaid Councell then preſent, Thatche 
Rebellsat Longon, and other parts of this Kingdom 
intheir power, ( to maintain and continue their 
horrid, and barbarons Rebellion) had laid an Exciſe 
upon ſeverall Wares and Commodities, w hereby 
they raile great ſummes of money for the payment 
of theit Rebellious Forces, and thereby encourage 
and keep them together. And it was therefore by 
the generall Conlent and defire of the principall 
Officers of Our Army thqught moſt necellary, that 
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We ſhould be praid ſpeedily to lay an Exciſe upon 
wares and Commodities in the like nature,where- 
by Monyes might be leavyed for the payment of 
Our Armies raiied for Our own defenceand redu- 
cing Our Subjects totheir due obedience, And al- 
:hough upon due conſideration had by Us thereon, 
We tound Our Selfe neceſsitated to take ſomeſpee- 
dy courſe for railing of monies for thole purpoſes, 
yer We thought fit to forbeare putting the ſaid ad- 
vice in execution, till We had communicaed the 
{ame tothe Lords & Commons of Parliament AC 
lembled at Oxford, by vertue of Our Proclamation, 
to the end that with their advice the laid Exciſe 
might with moſt indifferency and eale toOurPeo- 
ple be rated and leavyed; And the ſaid Lords and 
Commons, taking intotheir ſerious conſiderations 
the meanes howto {upport and maintaine Our Ar- 
mies, could not find any way whereby that charge 
might be ſoequally borne by Our Subjects, as by - 
laying an Excile upon ſundry Wares and Commo- 
dities for that purpoſe, yer withall humbly deſired 
thar We would not continue the ſaid Exciſe for 
any longer time then during the preſent necelfity, 
and whilſt the Rebells at London continue the Ex- 
ciſe laid by them,that We would determine the Ex« 
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cile laid whenſoever We ſhould be thereunto de- 
fired by the ſaid Lords and Commons,and eale Our 
People of the Contribution now paid in part or in 
whole, ſo ſoon as by this way We ſhould have mo- 
ney ſufficient to maintaine Our ſaid Armies. And 
We would be pleaſed gratiouſly to declare, That 
the ſetting and laying the ſaid Exciſe is done meer- 
ly for necell{ity, and that the manies raiſed thereby 
ſhall be imployed onely for paymentand mainte- 
nance of Our Armies, and ſhall be diſpoled from 
time to time in ſuch fort as ſhall be adviſed by the 
{aid Lords and Commons, er (uch as they nomi- 
nate,andno otherwiſe; and that We would declare 
and allopromiſe Our Royall afſentto ena, where- 
by. ir may be declared and enacted ina full and free 
convention of Parliament,that Our doings therein 
ſhall not be drawen into Preſident or Example in 
time to come,nor be made uſe of, mentioned or ur- 
ged as a preſident, nor any other advantage taken 
thereon in.prejudice of the Right and Property of 
the Subjects for the furure. Andlaſtly, thatthe ſaid 
Exciſe might be ſet, ordered and governed in ſuch 
ſort and by ſuch InſtruRions as ſhould be appro- 
ved or appointed by the ſaid Lords and Commons 
2nd not otherwiſe. Know ye therefore, that in 
; purſuance. 
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purſuance ofthe ſaid defires, all which We doe ap- 
rove &thereunto giveOur full promiſe and Con- 
ſent, We have ordered and appointed and by theſe 
prelents doe order and appoint that an Excite ſhall 
be laidand ſet; And We doe by theſe rele lay 
and ſet an Exciſe uponthe leverall Wares and com- 
modities contained in the Schedule to theſe pre- 
ſents annexed,according to the leverall and reſpe- 
Rive rates and values therein limited and ſet down 
to be paid, and the ſame to be raiſed ,leavyed, paid 
and diſpoſed in{uch lort and manner as in the faid 
Schedule is contained and according tothe Articles 
and InſtruRions thereto adjoyned, and for the due 
execution hereof, We have nominated, appointed 
and authorized, and by theſe preſents do nominate, 
appoint and authorize you to be Our Commiſſio. 
ners within Our 
fortheleavying,colletingand 
gathering the ſaid Exciſe according tothe rates and 
values ſer down and expreſſed inthe ſaid Schedule, 
and according to the articles and inſtructions there- 
wirhall now lent,or hereafter to be ſent, bytheap. 
probation of the {aid Lords and Commons,or ſuch 
as they ſhall authorize for that purpoſe, and not 0+ 
ther wiſe, And We by thele preſents give full pow- 
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er and authority unto you Our ſaid Commilſsio- 
ners,or the greater number of you,in-writing under 
your hands and Seales from time to time to nomi- 
nate, make and appoint, ſuch and io many Subſti- 
cutes or Deputies within Our ſaid County and Ci- 
ty, Townes Corporate, Diviſions, or other part or 
parts of Our ſaid County and City, as to you or the 
greater number of you ſhall ſeem fic and conveni- 
ent; And alſo in like manner ro name, make and 
appoint ſuch and ſo many Regiſters, Clerks, Sear- 
chers, Colleors, and other inferiour Officers and 
Miniſters for the better execution of the (aid Ser- 
- vice;as to you, or the greater number of you, ſhall 
ſeem meet; All which are to be cholen andgover- 
nedas is directed in the Inſtruftions hereunto an- 
nexed. And Our further Will and Plea{tircis, That 
you Our {aid Commilsioners, or any of you, ſhall 
not-intermeddle or doe any thing inthe premiſles 
-by the vertue of thele preſents, untill ſuch time 
.asyou and every of you ſhall take the Oath in the 
ſaid Inſtructions ſet downe for the due execution 
of that Office before two Juſtices of the Peace, or 
more of Our faid which 
Oath We doe hereby give full power and authority 


untothe Juſtices of the Peace of Our ſaid 
or 
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or any two or more of 
them to give and adminiſter unto you and every of 
youz by veatue of theſe preſents, without further or 
other Warrant inthat behalfe; and after {uch time 
as you Our ſaid Commilsjoners have taken the 
ſaid Oath, We doe hereby give full power to you, 
or the greater number of you, to give and admini-- 
ſter the like Oath to all and every ſuch Subſticutes 
nd Deputies as you ſhall make and appoint- as 
atoreſaid, before they or any of them doc inter- 
medle in the execution of the ſaid premiſles. And 
We doe likewiſe by theſe preſents, give full power 
and Authority to you Our ſaid Commiſſioners,.or 
any two or moreof you, and alſo toſuch Subſticutes 
or Deputies as youthall make and appoynt in man-' 
ner aforeſaid, or any two or more of them, from: 
time ro time to adminiſter the leyerall Oathes in 
the ſaid Inftructions ſpecially mentioned,to all and 
every ſuch Perlon and Perſons as are therein, and. 
thereby named and appoynted to take the fame 
in ſuch ſort, as in the (aid Inſtructions is expreſled, 
and further that you our (aid Commilstoners, or a- 
ny oneof you, and allorhe laid Subſticutes and De- 
puries,or any one of them, ſhall and may from time 
totime, give and adminiſter an Oath upon the holy 
Evangeliſts 
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liſts to all ſuch perſons and witneſſes as 
may or will informe or diſcoverunto you any de- 
cciptor other abuſe touching the ſaid Exciſe, con- 
crary tothe ſaid Inſtruftions, or any of them. And 
Wedoe further fignific and declaretoall our good 
SubjeRts, that the ſaid Excile,by vertue of theſe pre- 
ſents tobe laid and impoſed upon the (everall wares 
and Commodities in the ſaid Shedule mentionedzis 
to bepaid and ſhall continue untill the Feaſt of the 
Annunciation of Our bleſſed Lady S.Mary the Vir- 
gine; which ſhall be in the yeare of Our Lord one 
thouſand ſix hundred forty and five, incalc thatthe 
Exciſe laid by the Rebels at Loudon ſhall ſo long 
- continue; and thattheſame ſhall be determined be- 
fore that time, if We ſhall be adviſed by the ſaid 
Lords and Commons ſooner to lay down che 
ſame. In Witneſſe whereof We have cauſed theſe 
Our Lettersto be made Patents. Witnefle our (elfe 


at Oxford. 


F{/NIS 


